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Please find below a communication from the EXAMINER in charge of this application 

Commissioner of Patents 

This application clearly fails to comply with the requirements of 37 
C.F.R. §§ 1.821-1.825. Applicants' attention is directed to the final 
rulemaking notice published at 55 F.R. 18230 (01 May, 1990) and 1114 O.G. 
29 (15 May, 1990) . If the effective filing date is on or after 01 July, 
1998, see the final rulemaking notice published at 63 F.R. 29620 (01 June, 
1998) and 1211 O.G. 82 (23 June, 1998). If the effective filing date is 
on or after 08 September, 2000, see the final rulemaking notice published 
in the Federal Register at 65 F.R. 54604 (08 September, 2000) and 1238 
O.G. 145 (19 September, 2000) . Applicants must provide an initial 
computer readable form (CRF) copy of the "Sequence Listing", an initial 
paper copy or compact disk copy of the "Sequence Listing", as well as, an 
amendment directing its entry into the application. Applicant must also 
provide a statement that the content of the sequence listing information 
recorded in the computer readable form is identical to the written (on 
paper or compact disc) sequence listing and, where applicable, includes no 
new matter as required by 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.821(e), 1.821(f), 1.821(g), 
1.825(b), and 1.825(d). If applicant desires the sequence listing in the 
instant application to be identical with that of another application on 
file in the United States Patent and Trademark Office, such request in 
accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.821(e) may be submitted in lieu of a new 
CRF . 

Applicant is given ONE MONTH, or THIRTY DAYS, whichever is longer, from 
the mailing date of this letter within which to comply with the sequence 
rules, 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.821-1.825. Failure to comply with these 
requirements will result in ABANDONMENT of the application under 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.821(g). Extensions of time may be obtained by filing a petition 



accompanied by the extension fee under the provisions of 3 7 C.F.R. § 
1.136(a) . In no case may an applicant extend the period for reply beyond 
the SIX MONTH statutory period. Direct the reply to the undersigned. 
Applicant is requested to return a copy of the attached Notice to Comply 
with the reply. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to 
Jeffrey S. Parkin, Ph.D., whose telephone number is (571) 272-0908. The 
examiner can normally be reached Monday through Thursday from 9:30 AM to 
7:00 PM. A message may be left on the examiner's voice mail service. If 
attempts to reach the examiner are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisors, Laurie Scheiner or James Housel, can be reached at (571) 272- 
0910 or (571) 272 - 0902 , respect ively . Direct general inquiries to the 
Technology Center 1600 receptionist at (571) 272-1600. 

Formal communications may be submitted through the official facsimile 
number which is (703) 872-9306. Hand-carried formal communications should 
be directed toward the customer window located in Crystal Plaza Two, 2011 
South Clark Place, Arlington, VA. Applicants are directed toward the O.G. 
Notice for further guidance. 12 80 O.G. 681. Informal communications may 
be submitted to the Examiner's RightFAX account at (571) 273-0908. 

Respectfully, 



JeTlfrey S. Parkin, Ph.D. 
Art Unit 164 8 




30 May, 2004 



USPTO TO PROVIDE ELECTRONIC ACCESS TO CITED U.S. 
PATENT REFERENCES WITH OFFICE ACTIONS AND CEASE 

SUPPLYING PAPER COPIES 



In support of its 21 st Century Strategic Plan goal of increased patent e-Government, beginning in 
June 2004, the United States Patent and Trademark Office (Office or USPTO) will begin the phase- 
in of its E-Patent Reference program and hence will: (1) provide downloading capability of the 
U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications cited in Office actions via the E-Patent 
Reference feature of the Office's Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system; and (2) 
cease mailing paper copies of U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications with 
Office actions (in applications and during reexamination proceedings) except for citations made 
during the international stage of an international application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty 
(PCT). In order to use the new E-Patent Reference feature applicants must: (1) obtain a digital 
certificate and software from the Office; (2) obtain- a customer number from the Office; and (3) 
properly associate patent applications with the customer number. Alternatively, copies of all U.S. 
patents and patent application publications can be accessed without a digital certificate from the 
USPTO web site, from the USPTO Office of Public Records, and from commercial sources. The 
Office will continue the practice of supplying paper copies of foreign patent documents and non- 
patent literature with Office actions. Paper copies of cited references will continue to be provided 
by the USPTO for international applications during the international stage. 

Schedule 

June 2004 TCs 1600, 1700, 2800 and 2900 

July 2004 TCs 3600 and 3700 

August 2004 TCs 2 1 00 and 2600 

All U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications are available on the USPTO web site. 
However, a simple system for downloading the cited U.S. patents and patent application 
publications has been established for applicants, called the E-Patent Reference system. As E-Patent 
Reference and Private PAIR require participating applicants to have a customer number, retrieval 
software and a digital certificate, all applicants are strongly encouraged to contact the Patent 
Electronic Business Center to acquire these items. To be ready to use this system by June 1, 2004, 
contact the Patent EBC as soon as possible by phone at 866-217-9197 (toll-free), 703-305-3028 or 
703-308-6845 or electronically via the Internet at ebc@,uspto.gov . 

Other Options 

The E-Patent Reference function requires the applicant to use the secure Private PAIR system, 
which establishes confidential communications with the applicant. Applicants using this facility 
must receive a digital certificate, as described above. Other options for obtaining patents which do 
not require the digital certificate include the USPTO's free Patents on the Web program 
(http://www.uspto.gov/patft/index.html). The USPTO's Office of Public Records also supplies 
copies of patents for a fee ( http://ebizl .uspto.gov/oems25p/index.htmn . Commercial sources also 
provide U.S. patents and patent application publications. 

For complete instructions see the Official Gazette Notice, USPTO TO PROVIDE ELECTRONIC ACCESS TO CITED 
U.S. PATENT REFERENCES WITH OFFICE ACTIONS AND CEASE SUPPLYING PAPER COPIES, on the 
USPTO web site. 



